GCSE Geography: People, Work and Development

What is the Role of Aid?
It is not always possible for countries to respond to events that affect them without the help of others. In these situations, help is given in the form of aid. The money and other resources come from three main sources.

Types of aid
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Aid may be used for two broad purposes:
1. As a short term measure to help people in an emergency. (Emergency Aid)
2. As a long term measure, in the form of development aid, to help people take control of their lives. (Development Aid)
Read the extract below from the British Red Cross Website (NGO) 
West Africa Food Crisis 2005

Last updated 6 January 2006 
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A major food shortage affected almost eight million people in West Africa which led to severe malnourishment among thousands of children. 

Summary

· The crisis hit the drought-prone region of the Sahel, where four of the world’s poorest countries have been affected: Niger, Mali, Mauritania and Burkina Faso. 

· Niger was the worst affected with 3.6 million of its 12 million population suffering severe hunger. 

· The crisis had been developing since August 2004 when a massive locust invasion swept the area during the growing season and destroyed the harvest. This combined with severe drought left the population with little food. 

Background

The Sahel is an area of the world with extreme poverty. 

Niger

Niger is the poorest country in the world. Six in ten of Nigeriens live on less than US$1 a day. The country has the second highest under-five mortality rate in the world (262/1,000 live births). One in four children die before their fifth birthday. Only 48 per cent of the population has access to primary health care.

In March 2005 cereal prices in Niger were 46 per cent higher than at this time in 2003. Many people have moved out of rural areas in Niger to urban centres in search of food and employment.

Only around 15 per cent of land in Niger is suitable for agriculture. Even in years of relative normality in Niger, around 40 per cent (one million) of children suffer from some degree of malnutrition. At the height of the crisis, there was concern that one in ten children could die unless they got urgent help. 

Mali

Compared to Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso and Mauritania were not as badly affected by the food crisis. Around 20 per cent of the Mali population was affected by the food shortage. (Population around 11 million) Animal carcasses litter the hardest hit areas, including cattle, horses and donkeys.

Mauritania

An estimated 750,000 or 26 per cent of the population was affected. (Population of nearly three million). Mauritania suffered three years of drought until 2004 when the rains came but with them came the Sahel region’s worst invasion of locusts in 20 years. The locusts infested every corner of Mauritania’s agricultural zone, munching their way through the cereal and other crops. Subsistence farmers and nomadic pastoralists were most affected. 

Burkina Faso

500,000 people were left vulnerable out of a population of more than 13 million.

Red Cross response

The Red Cross launched an emergency relief operation in light of the worsening situation in the region. This was initially planned to last six months. They launched an appeal for $14 million on 22 July 2005 to help up to 45,000 families, some 220,000 people, in the region. The Red Cross provided immediate food relief such as cereal and rice stocks to the most vulnerable, including special food with vitamins for severely undernourished children.
The Red Cross immediately:
· distributed a monthly food ration to 532,000 people in Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso and Mauritania 

· provided emergency health services with supplementary feeding for the most vulnerable children under five-years-old (24,500 children in Niger) 

· provided cash vouchers to 20,000 people to target severely affected communities in Niger and Mali.

  The Red Cross are also planning to:
· Provide livestock to 5,000 pastoralists in Niger and Mali 

· Building cereal banks in 250 of the worst affected communities in Mali and Niger. Cereal banks loan food to mothers with malnourished children. After harvest, the women repay their loans in cash or grain. 

· Sustainable health interventions to improve long-term health of the most vulnerable. For example twice a year, vitamin A supplements are provided to all children under 5. 
· The Red Cross also supports 300 women’s groups that promote breastfeeding and monitor children’s growth in the villages. Women with malnourished children receive loans of goats to enrich their families’ diets with milk and cheese. 
Challenges

1. Can you organise the information into: 

Key
· Reasons for the food crisis

· Development Indicators

· Emergency Aid

· Long-term development Aid
2. Explain the difference between the aims of the Red Cross’s emergency aid and long term strategies to prevent malnutrition. 

The main aims for emergency aid are……
This is because……..

This is a short term solution because…..

The main aims for long term aid are …….

This is because………….

This is a long term solution because……………..

3. Can you give three ways that the Red Cross can measure the success of the long term aid? 


Non-government aid: given by independent organisations, often charities, who collect donations for countries and groups that need help.





Bilateral aid: given by the government of one country to the government of another. 





Multilateral aid: given by many governments to large international organisations who decide how the aid should be distributed














